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EFDPO welcomes EDPB’s focus on the designation and posi-

tion of data protection officers

The designation and position of data protection officers (DPOs) will be the focus of the sec-
ond coordinated enforcement action by European data protection supervisory authorities.
This was announced by the European Data Protection Board (EDPB) following its plenary
meeting on September 12 and 13, 2022. Details are to be specified in the coming months.
The outcome report is expected to be adopted by the end of the year.

"We welcome that the supervisory authorities in Europe will dedicate their attention to the
designation and position of data protection officers," says Thomas Spaeing, president of the
European Federation of Data Protection Officers (EFDPO). "While some member countries
of the European Union have had experience with the role of data protection officers for many
years, the job profile is still relatively young in other member states. Accordingly, the ap-
proach to the designation and position of data protection officers is often also quite different.
We are pleased that information is now being collected and analyzed in this regard, which
will then enable further harmonization in Europe in the future. The role of DPOs in designing
data protection strategies and in company-specific compliance solutions cannot be overem-
phasized. The EFDPO as the European expert network of data protection officers is always
available for further dialogue on this issue with the EDPB.”

Based in Brussels, the EFDPO is the European umbrella association of data protection offic-
ers and privacy professionals. It is a network of currently 12 national DPO associations set
up to exchange information, experience and methods, to establish a continuous dialogue
with the political sphere, business representatives and civil society. By doing so, the EFDPO
ensures a flow of information from the European to the national level and proactively moni-
tors, evaluates and shapes the implementation of the GDPR and other European privacy le-
gal acts. EFDPO aims to create awareness for the crucial role of DPOs, promote further pro-
fessionalization in this occupational field and as a result strengthen data protection as a com-

petitive advantage for Europe.
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France: UDPO, Union des Data Protection Officer — DPO
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